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1- 21-66
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
An estimated $352,650 was spent last summer in Montana by 552 nonresident
summer school students at the University of Montana, according to a just released
economic study of the session, prepared by Dr. Lawrence J. Hunt, assistant profes
sor in the UM School of Business Administration.
Dr. Hunt illustrated the importance of the study's discoveries.

He said the

552 nonresident students plus their families, amounting to 1,325 persons, visited
Montana for an average of kj days and averaged 1,209 miles of driving in the state.
This is opposed to the average tourist, reported in the Montana State High
way Commission Tourist Studies, as one who spends only 3«5 days in Montana and
drives only

509 miles.

In his summary of the summer session survey, Dr. Hunt explains the purpose
of the survey was Mto determine what effect summer school students have on the
economy of Missoula, to determine what role the out-of-state student plays in
Montana’s tourism, and to obtain student impressions concerning Montana and Missoula."
The study, one of the first of its kind in the state, was prepared for the
UM Bureau of Business and Economic Research.

It is intended to be a start toward

establishing a basis for measuring the economic benefits to both the state and
community from such University of Montana sessions.

It will be used with an eye

toward increasing the service of the University to the people of Montana.
The data was gathered from sample students who specifically came to Missoula
in the summer of

1965 for the purpose of attending summer school at the University.

Sixty of the interviewees were nonresident students and

65 were Montana residents,

who resided outside of Missoula county.
Some of the findings of the research:
(more)
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Travel--Over 80 per cent of the nonresidents travelled by auto and averaged

1,209

miles.

Seventy-tvo per cent of the nonresident students questioned reported

making lh-0 veekend trips, averaging 170 miles a trip, to their first choice of
Glacier Park, Flathead Lake and thirdly, the lover Flathead Valley.

One-fourth of

the nonresidents visited Yellovstone Park vhile entering or leaving the state, but
only five per cent visited there on a veekend.

Fifty-six per cent stayed in motels

vhile 22 per cent of the nonresidents camped out.
Expenditures--The nonresident student spent an average of $538*88, vith $81.17
going directly for his education during his average 4-7-day stay in Missoula.

His

daily nonschool expense averaged $9*68, as opposed to the resident student’s $6 .3 1 *
The Montana resident student--vhich includes Montanans vho vere not residents of
Missoula county--spent an average of $357*79 during his 4-2 days in Missoula.
Housing--Nearly 57 per cent of the nonresidents used University housing and
16.6 stayed in private apartments.

They averaged $19*50 a veek for rent.

48 per cent of the Montana resident students used UM housing and
them made private arrangements.

About

16.9 per cent of

The resident paid an average of $12.60 per veek

for lodging.
Impressions--The students intervieved liked the scenery, the people and the
University most about Missoula and Montana, in that order.

Their greatest dis

likes vere the smog, the high cost of living and the roads and streets, in that
order.

Sixty-seven per cent of the nonresidents said they vould like to live in

Montana should the economic opportunity be present.
First Time--Last summer vas the first time in attendance at the University of
(more)

SS Economic Survey, page three

Montana for 75 per cent of the nonresidents and k^> per cent of the residents.
Sixty-six per cent of the residents planned to return to UM, 57 per cent of the
total were education majors, vith biological sciences running second vith 12 per
cent.
Origin--Fifty-five per cent of the nonresidents stated that some feature of
the University vas most influential in their attendance, -while ^5 per cent of the
resident students gave the same reason.

Approximately 33 per cent of the non

resident sample came from the three West Coast states, vith 2k.6 per cent coming
from the Mountain states and 2^.7 per cent originating from the Northeastern part
of the nation--Illinois and east.
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